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for the Dukedom of Normandy; and the other William,
following the fortunes of his father, was left to his preten-
sions and complaints.

It is here observable, that from this time until Wales was
subdued to the English crown, the eldest sons of England
were called Dukes of Normandy, as they are now Princes
of Wales.

The King having stayed some time in Nor-
ii 20. mandy, for the settlement of his duchy after the
calamities and confusions of a war, returned to
England, to the very great satisfaction of his people and
himself. He had enlarged his dominions by the conquest
of Normandy; he had subdued all his competitors, and
forced even the King of France, their great protector, after
a glorious victory, to his own conditions of a peace; he was
upon very good terms with the Pope, who had a great
esteem and friendship for his person, and made him larger
concessions than was usual from that see, and in those ages.
At home he was respected by the clergy, reverenced by the
nobles, and beloved by'the people; in his family he was
blessed with a son of much hopes, just growing to years of
manhood, and his daughter was an empress; so that he
seemed to possess as great a share of happiness as human
life is capable to admit. But the felicity of man depends
upon a conjunction of many circumstances, which are all
subject to various accidents, and every single accident is
able to dissolve the whole contexture; which truth was
never verified more than in this prince, who by one domestic
misfortune, not to be prevented or foreseen, found all the
pleasure and content he proposed to himself by his pru-
dence, his industry, and his valour, wholly disappointed and
destroyed: for William the young prince having embarked
at Barfleur some time after his father, the mariners being all
drunk, suffered the ship to run upon a rock, where it was
dashed to pieces: the prince made a shift to get into the
boat, and was making to the shore, until forced back by the
cries of his sister, whom he received into the boat, so many
others crowded in at the same time, that it was immediately
overturned. There perished, beside the prince, a natural
son and daughter of the King's, his niece, and many other
persons of quality, together with all their attendants and